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Civil Society and Liberal Democracy:
Legacies of the May Fourth Movement

ABSTRACT

The May Fourth Movement of 1919 has been one of the most important student
and popular movements in the modern Chinese history. To promote democracy and
science are two major pursuits of this milestone event. However, it is very difficult to
push forward these two targets, especially to establish constitutionalism and liberal
democracy based on the Chinese way of political operation.

In this article, we will investigate the role of civil society and its interactions
with political society in Taiwan. We will analyze its significance to strengthen and
weaken democratic transitions during the past four decades. It is, however, an
unfinished mission to realize one of the major endeavors of the May Fourth

Movement.

Keywords: Civil Society, Liberation, Liberal Democracy, May Fourth Movement
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